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30th Annual
Women in the Arts Festival

November 13-14, 2015

www.witafestival.com

Information for Artists/Craftswomen
About the Festival

The 30th Annual Women in the Arts Festival will be held Friday, November 13th and Saturday, November 14th, 2015 at Edgewood United Church, 469 N. Hagadorn, East Lansing, Michigan.  Attendees include people from all over the Great Lakes region and beyond.  More information about the festival can be found at our website at www.witafestival.com. 
Located at the corner of Hagadorn and Beech Streets in East Lansing, Edgewood United Church is accessible to wheelchairs and includes an accessible restroom. Sistrum, the Lansing Women’s Chorus, will have food for sale for dinner on Friday night and all day Saturday.  Eating and gathering space is provided in the social hall, helping to assure continual traffic through the crafts areas.

The festival site provides space for over 40 booths, as well as limited spaces for local non-profit groups serving women. 
New for 2015, a limited number of spaces will be reserved for Emerging Artists. Emerging Artists are women who are just starting to share their art with the public.  Some of the ways that Women in the Arts will show support for new talent include: 

· Flexibility for artists who may not have adequate inventory to have a full or half-sized booth for the weekend.

· Flexibility for artists who have not yet sold their work or are unsure of whether they can make a financial commitment to pay for a booth. (Pay at the end of the event if sales allow).

· Consultation/advice for new artists who need help with setting up a display and/or planning for participation in an event like Women in the Arts.  

· Artists with additional needs are encouraged to contact the Artists’ Market Coordinator to discuss.  

Festival Hours
The Artists’ Market will be open: 

· Friday: 5:30pm - 9:30 pm  

· Saturday: 10 am - 7 pm (note new Saturday opening time!)
In addition to the Artists’ Market, attendees will enjoy:

Friday

· Night stage featuring singer-songwriter Cheryl Wheeler at 8 pm
· Sistrum Café
· Silent Auction
Saturday

· Day Stage performers
· Sistrum performance

· Sistrum Café
· Silent Auction*
*Proceeds from the Silent Auction to support the event; if you’d like to donate an item for the Silent Auction, please let us know when you arrive.  (We’ll also ask you!)  We are also actively looking for sponsors this year, so if you know of a business or individual that would be interested in learning about sponsorship opportunities, please let us know.

About the Artists’ Market
The Artists’ Market is a great place for established and aspiring artists to showcase their talents.  All wares/products/services are women-designed/created/grown/distributed and delivered.  In addition to being unique sales venue, many vendors note that they enjoy the “vibe” at Women in the Arts.  
Using a description you provide to us, we advertise information about your business to festival attendees by listing participating artists and craftswomen on our website, social media outlets, and in the printed program.  We encourage you to invite your regular customers to attend, including using Facebook, Twitter and other electronic media.  Please let your “regulars” know that you’ll be at the festival! 
Logistical Information for Artists / Craftswomen
SALE HOURS:  
· Set up is from 2:00-5:00pm on Friday.  
· Friday:  The Artist Market will be open on Friday at 5:30 pm through the Friday night concert intermission (approximately 9:30 pm).  
· Saturday: Artists and craftswomen may come in at 9 am.  The doors open to the public at 10 am.  You may begin loading out (strike) on Saturday at 7:00 pm.  If you cannot work within those guidelines, please work with Abby on the specifics of your load-in and strike.  We may need to select your location to limit distraction for other artists.
PRICES and SPACE: 
· A full space is approximately 5’ deep by 8’ long and cost $40, which includes two worker day passes to the festival.  If you need an 8’ table provided, we will provide one for an additional $8.
· A half space is 5’ deep by 4’ long (a shared table) and cost $25 and include one worker day pass.  
· Electrical outlets are available; you must bring your own extension cord.  It is also a good idea to bring a lamp or lighting for your booth as most of the areas require additional lighting.  
· If cost poses a problem, please contact Abby.  We are committed to helping women artists get exposure for their work!
DEADLINE: Applications are due by October 14, 2015; earlier registrants will be included in ongoing WITA Festival publicity.   
SENIORITY:  Booth space is limited.  Priority is given to women who have exhibited in previous festivals and reply by the October 14th deadline, with any remaining spaces filled on a first-paid, first-served basis.  All spaces are available on a pre-registration basis only.  Please note that this show is for women-made/grown/created/distributed products only and only women are allowed to sell.

REFUNDS:  The registration fee is non-refundable. Please let us know as soon as possible if you must withdraw from the show; if we are able to place another artist in your booth, we will do so and refund your money if requested in writing.  
ARTISTS’ MARKET COORDINATOR:  If you have any questions, need help, or want to explain any of your specific needs, call Abby Wattenberg at 810.964.5319 or email msuwattenberg@gmail.com. 
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